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Sir: 
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In reply to the Examiner's Office Action dated August 28, 2002, the response having been 
extended by one (1) month, the following amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted in 
connection with the above-identified application. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

In the Specification, please replace the paragraph on page 1 8, beginning at line 1 9 to page 1 9, 
line 14 with the following: 

— In this embodiment, a biological sample, such as a blood sample, is placed in container 
32. An amount of microbeads 64 having an affinity binding agent for a target component is 
mixed with the sample. Container 32 is then centrifuged as in the previous embodiment to collect 
the microbeads 64 with the captured target component in longitudinal channels 62 of float 48. 
Microbeads 64 and the captured target component can then be analyzed by visualizing the target 
component within container 32 by microscopy methods as known in the art. 


